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Using the Adult Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessment Tool 

•  Support resources 
•  Assessment selection  
•  Scale Score and Margin of Error  
•  The Gain Report 
•  Creating & Interpreting Reports 
•  Data engine extracts 
 

 



Support Resources 
• Literacy and Numeracy for Adults Website: 
https://www.literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/resources/355041 

•  Training Site: 
https://assesstool-uat.tec.govt.nz/Login.aspx   

•  In-Tool contextual Help 

•  Assessment Tool Service Desk 

     Email: assessforadults@nzcer.org.nz 

     Phone: 04 381 4576 
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Assessment selection 

•  Administration strategies?? 

•  Online Assessments 

•  Paper-based Assessments 

•  Introducing the Paper-based Snapshot 
Assessment 

•  Threshold and Difficulty 



Reading – No Threshold 



Numeracy – No Threshold 



Reading – Threshold Option 



Numeracy – Threshold Option 



Assessments - Threshold Option  
•  Scale score and Step level are always 
provided. 

• The learner will also be tagged as: 
Below/Undecided/Above the selected Step 
Threshold. 

•  An option where the L&N demands have 
been mapped against the progressions.  

 

 



Assessments - No Threshold Option 

•  Online Adaptive Snapshot 

•  Paper-based Snapshot 

•  A ‘broader’ assessment option 

•  Suitable when there is little known 
about the Literacy and Numeracy ability 
of Learners 



Scale Score and Margin of 
Error  

•  Scale of 0-1000 

•  Scale Score: The number of questions the 
learner gets correct forms their raw score. 
The raw score is then weighted against the 
questions’ difficulty and converted to a scale 
score. 

•  Represented by the dotted line in the 
Individual Report and dictates the Step result 



Scale Score and Margin of 
Error cont. 

• The Margin of Error is an indication of how 
robust the learner’s result is. 

•  Margin of error and non-adaptive 
Assessments 

•  Learner engagement, margin of error, full 
length or Snapshot assessments?? 

 



The Gain Report 

• Creating a Gain Report 

• Interpreting the Box and Whisker graph 

• Interpreting the data table 

• Gain versus Significant Gain 

• Risks of focusing solely on the Step result 







Step 3 

Step 2 



Creating & Interpreting 
Reports 

 

Overview of Reports in the Assessment Tool: 
https://www.literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/Resources/355055 
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Data engine extracts 

Available to Organisation Administrators only 

1. All Assessment Results (Assessments Tab) 

2. All Learner Assessment Results (Learners 
Tab) 

3. Latest Learner Scale Scores (Learners Tab) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions and 
discussion… 


